
 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting – August 17th 2026 

 
Location:  Virtual event via Zoom Meetings 
Time:  7:30 pm 
 
Attendees: Paolo Menolotto (Vice-Chair)*  Graham Haynes (Treasurer)* 

  Peter Smerdon (Secretary)*   Rod Staples* 
  David Hudson*  Paul Messick * Luke Howard *  
  Greg Segal* Lloyd Carrick*  Peter Letts *  
  Ralph Somma* Geoff Spurrell*  
  Bill Gellhaus Eli Halim 
     

Apologies:  Graeme Huon (Chairman)*  Rod Brown*   Ed Cherry* 
 

* Voting members 
 
 

  
Welcome 
The Vice-Chair, Paolo Menolotto, welcomed all members to the 2026 AGM. Paolo 
explained that our Chairman Graeme Huon was currently unwell, and that he, Paolo, 
would be chairing the meeting in place of Graeme. 
 
Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 
The Vice-Chair then tabled the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting of 11th 
August 2025 and asked for a motion that they were a true and accurate record.  
Rod Staples moved, seconded by Paolo Menolotto, that the minutes of the previous 
meeting, as tabled, be accepted as a true record. Motion carried.  
The Vice-Chair then called for any matters arising from these Minutes.  
No matters arising were identified. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
The Vice-Chair then presented the report prepared by Chairman Graeme Huon outlining 
the Section and Committee activities since the last AGM, including Section meetings.  
Paolo Menolotto then moved, seconded by Lloyd Carrick that the Chairman’s Report be 
accepted. Motion carried. 
(For the full Chairman’s Report text refer to Appendix 1) 
 
The Vice-Chair then called on the Treasurer to present his report on the Section’s financial 
state. 
 
  



 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer, Graham Haynes, presented the Section accounts for the 2025/26 Financial 
Year. (Refer Appendix 2) 
Graham reported net assets of $30,750, being $550 in the cheque account, and $30,200 
on Term Deposit, with the only income being the interest on the Term Deposit of $1030. 
Expenditures were $960, which resulted in a surplus for the year of $70. 
Paolo Menolotto moved, seconded by Greg Segal, that the Treasurer’s Report be 
accepted. 
The motion was carried on a show of hands. 
 
Election of Officers and Committee 
The Vice-Chair then moved to the topic of the Election of Officers and the Committee. 
He passed the meeting to member Greg Segal to conduct the election of Officers and 
Committee Members. 
 
Greg declared all positions vacant and proceeded with the election. 
There were nominations to hand for one person for each executive position, plus four 
ordinary committee members.  
It was also indicated that nominations could be accepted from the floor of the meeting 
during the election process. 
 
Nominations for each executive position were read out as: 
Graeme Huon for Chairman (nom. Peter Smerdon sec. Luke Howard),  
Paolo Menolotto for Vice-Chair (nom. Graham Haynes sec David Hudson),  
Graham Haynes for Treasurer (nom. Paolo Menolotto sec. Dr Rodney Staples),  
and  
Peter Smerdon for Secretary (nom. Paolo Menolotto sec. Luke Howard).  
 
Nominations were then called from the floor for each of these positions.  
In the case of the four executive positions (Chairman, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, and 
Secretary) there were no further nominations from the floor, so each nominee was 
declared duly elected. 
 
For the Committee Members, Greg read out the Four nominations that he had on hand: 

 
David Hudson (nom. Luke Howard sec. Paul Messick),  
Dr Rodney Staples (nom. David Hudson sec. Paul Messick),  
Paul Messick (nom Paolo Menolotto sec. Luke Howard) 
And 
Luke Howard (nom. Paul Messick sec. Graham Haynes). 

 
He called for further nominations from the floor of the meeting.  
There were no further nominations. 
 
With the total number of nominations not exceeding the maximum number of six Ordinary 
Committee Members, Greg declared the four nominees duly elected and congratulated all 
the incoming Committee Members on their election. 
 
  



 

 

 
The Committee as elected is: 
  Chairman  -  Graeme Huon  
  Vice Chair -  Paolo Menolotto 
  Treasurer -  Graham Haynes  
  Secretary - Peter Smerdon 
  Committee-persons: 
    David Hudson 
    Rod Staples 
    Paul Messick 
    Luke Howard 
 
Greg Segal then passed the meeting back to the Vice-Chair, Paolo Menolotto, who called 
for any Other Business. 
 
 
There being no Other Business, the Chairman declared the Annual General Meeting 
closed at 7:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Smerdon. 
17th August 2026. 
 
  



 

 

Appendix 1: Chairman’s Report 
 

AES Melbourne Section Chairman’s Report 2025–2026  
(17 August 2026) 

By Graeme Huon, Chairman 
 

This is the Chairman’s Report for the 2026 AGM of the Audio Engineering Society 

(AES) Melbourne Section. AES Melbourne Section is representative of AES New 

York, acting as an independent, not-for-profit Section. 

AES Melbourne has had an interesting and successful year. 
 

Committee Meetings 
Your Section Committee has met four times during the past 12 months -September, 

November, March and July - to deal with the business of running the Section and 

planning upcoming meetings. As noted previously, the ability to conduct online 

committee meetings continues to be a practical advantage, assisting with travel 

arrangements and convenience for committee members. 

We are always on the lookout for guest speakers or topics you would like discussed, 

and we would be pleased to hear your suggestions. 

More detailed committee information on AES Melbourne, AES New York, and 

other Sections can be found on our website. 

 

Member Meetings 
2025/26 saw continued progress with balancing face-to-face meetings and online 

streaming. Face-to-face meetings remain preferred where possible, offering valuable 

opportunities for socialisation and “off-agenda” discussions, but attendance at 

streamed Zoom meetings continues to grow strongly. 

Across the year we held a diverse program of presentations and site visits: 

• August 2025 – AGM & Presentation Following our AGM, Paul Messick 

presented via Zoom on Low Noise Amplifier Design. 

• October 2025 – Tomlinson Holman (THX) We were privileged to host 

Tomlinson Holman, presenting to AES Melbourne from San Francisco on 

The History and Future of Surround Sound. We thank Tom for making his 

time available. 

• December 2025 – End-of-Year Dinner A social dinner at Club Ringwood 

brought together 15 members for a relaxed evening of conversation and 

celebration. The informal setting was a welcome change from our standard 

format and allowed for an interesting breadth of topics contributed by 

everyone. 

• February 2026 – Composer, performer, and software/hardware developer 

Luke Howard presented on The AES67 and AES70 Protocols at his 

Brunswick studio and workshop. 

• April 2026 – Collarts Meeting We returned to the Collarts Collingwood 

campus where Paul Messick presented Low Jitter Clock Generation for 

Digital Audio. Clock generation and management is becoming more critical 



 

 

as speed and resolution rise. Modern multi-interconnected systems can fail 

within a clock cycle.  

This meeting was also streamed live to YouTube.  

Special thanks to Jason Torrens and Will Petts of Collarts for the venue, 

facilities, and streaming capabilities.  

• June 2026 – Synth Temple Studios Tour Members visited Synth Temple 

Studios in Kew, home to 125 fully usable synthesisers. Co-founder Tony 

Osmond detailed the design and construction of the facility, supported by 

Steve Jones (Synth Technician & Studio Operations Manager) and Mark 

Hanson (Acoustic Engineer). 

Full reports on all meetings, right back to 2009, are available on our website. 

 

Finances 
AES Melbourne finances remained strong for 2026, with improved interest rates on 

our investment account almost cancelling out rising costs. More details are available 

in the financial report on the website. 

Thanks go to our Treasurer, Graham Haynes, for his ongoing long service. 

 

Website and Online Presence 
Our website continues to serve as the central vehicle for promoting Section activities 

and publishing meeting reports, providing a full record of our activities and a useful 

resource for the professional audio community. 

Social media fragmentation continues to pose challenges for reaching members and 

interested parties. We regularly post updates to LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram. 

These platforms are managed as low-maintenance outreach tools aimed at drawing 

wider attention to the website and the Section. 

We would welcome assistance from members or friends with relevant skills to help 

maintain and expand our online reach. 

 

AES New York Staff Changes 
AES New York headquarters has undergone significant staffing changes, with a 

shared-resources arrangement established with the Illumination Engineering Society. 

This has seen the return of former staffers Colleen Harper (Executive Director) and 

Graham Kirk (Associate Executive Director). The new support arrangements have 

already delivered progress on the aes.org website upgrade and significant 

improvements to the membership database. 

 

Changes to Voting Members’ Communication 
Due to global privacy legislation, AES no longer provides member postal addresses 

to Sections. As a result, AGM notifications will now be distributed exclusively via 

email. Voting members are asked to ensure their email address on record is current. 

Please contact us if you wish to establish an alternative contact method. 

  



 

 

 

 

Membership 
Melbourne Section membership has remained fairly stable, with 55 currently 

financial members and 12 lifetime members who have maintained continuous 

membership for 25 years or more. Their ongoing commitment and knowledge 

remain invaluable. 

Some uncertainty remains regarding membership trends due to earlier issues with 

the membership database, but comparisons of expired versus new members suggest 

a reasonably stable situation. 

Attracting new members - particularly students - will continue to be a priority to 

ensure the long-term health of the Section. 

 

Acknowledgements 
As Chairman, I would like to thank the Committee for their continued effort in 

keeping Melbourne AES thriving. All Committee members actively contribute to the 

smooth running of the Section. Special thanks go to Dr Rod Staples for his ongoing 

work in audio education and our “legends” series, and again to our Secretary, Peter 

Smerdon, for his tireless hard work, dedication, and leadership. 

 

 

Graeme Huon (Chair)   

17 August 2026 
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